
 

 

 

 

NATIONAL AEROSPACE TECHNOLOGY EXPLOITATION PROGRAMME (NATEP) 

New technologies, new manufacturing productivity for the aerospace supply chain 

 

A unique way to help 250+ aerospace suppliers, mostly SMEs, create and exploit new technologies 

• NATEP is helping more than 250 aerospace suppliers undertake an R&D project, most of them for the first time, 

by giving them grants combined with expert mentoring by aerospace engineers. 

• Six out of seven of these companies are micro, small or medium sized companies. 

The technologies will be used on new airplanes and will increase productivity; new jobs will be created, and 

new R&D capabilities will be injected into the supply chain 

• More than 100 new product and manufacturing technologies are being created in the supply chain thanks to 

NATEP funding. These will be used by Airbus, Boeing and other aircraft makers on updates to current aircraft as 

well as on the aircraft of the future. 

• As the new technologies find market outlets and as manufacturing productivity improves competitiveness NATEP 

will directly create or safeguard more than 1,200 jobs.  Jobs in aerospace are high skill, well paid and long lasting. 

• Because companies are given expert mentoring to make sure their project succeeds, the companies develop new 

R&D capabilities that will contribute to their long-term competitiveness. 

Airbus, Rolls-Royce and others support each project, and the process is simple for small firms 

• NATEP brings over 100 small teams of supply chain companies together. Each team is supported by experts from 

customer-mentors like Airbus, Rolls-Royce, GKN and others, who advise on project design, help projects when 

problems arise, and suggest routes to market.  

• NATEP provides a simple and clear process for SMEs to be funded, in a cluttered funding landscape, with hand-

holding and guidance from dedicated NATEP technology managers. 

Other benefits include export growth, cross-sector sales and a gateway to other funding 

• Export prospects are increased because a quarter of the customer-mentors are from countries including the USA, 

France and Germany. 

• Many of the new technologies can be applied in other sectors, like automotive, marine, rail, oil/gas, medical, 

power generation and nuclear – helping companies diversify. 

• NATEP lays a foundation for companies to apply for support from other technology funding streams such as 

Innovate UK, the Aerospace Technology Institute and the European Union. 

• Its success in England has attracted additional funding from government in Northern Ireland. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NATEP in a nutshell: half funded by industry, half by government (AMSCI fund), runs 2013-17, organised by industry itself through its regional 

aerospace alliances with their supply chain networks and the national body ADS, as described by one large UK aerospace company “because it 

mobilises the industry from top to bottom, NATEP is by far the most effective way yet devised of helping our supply chain to compete against low-cost 

countries by creating their own intellectual property and offering us new technologies.” 



 
 

 

 
There are more than 

100 projects like these  
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